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UL and SUL Guard

MassMutual Universal Life Guard (UL Guard) and 
Survivorship Universal Life Guard (SUL Guard)
Frequently Asked Questions

How does the no lapse guarantee work?
In order to guarantee the policy death benefit, 
the Guaranteed Death Benefit Safety Test 
must be satisfied. The GDB Safety Test is based 
on the Guaranteed Death Benefit Measure 
(GDBM), also known as a shadow account. The 
GDBM “shadows” activity in the account value. 
However, the GDBM is calculated for the GDB 
Safety Test and is not the policy account value. 
Typically, keeping the shadow account value 
positive means the GDB Safety Test is satisfied.

Policy transactions such as premium payments, 
withdrawals, loans, and other changes to the 
policy that affect the account value will also 

impact the shadow account. Any activity that 
reduces the shadow account will negatively 
impact the Guaranteed Death Benefit (GDB) 
Guarantee Period, and/or will cause an increase 
in the GDB Premium needed to maintain the 
guaranteed death benefit throughout the 
guaranteed period.

If the GDB Safety Test is satisfied, and the policy 
debt limit is not reached, the policy will remain 
in-force even if the policy has no account value. 
This product is designed to function mainly on 
the no-lapse guarantee (i.e., the Guaranteed 
Death Benefit Safety Test).

UL Guard and SUL Guard are flexible premium 
universal life insurance policies issued by 
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company. 
They are designed for individuals who need 
permanent life insurance with guaranteed 
premiums. For more information on market 
positioning, product specifications, charges and 
expenses, additional product details and policy 
riders, please refer to the UL Guard Producer Guide 
and the SUL Guard Producer Guide. 
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